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The first publication is far from perfect. We have attempted to present 
something of the activities and thinking of our members. We welcome your 
reaction to it. We solicit your help in improving Volume 1 No, 2 which 
we hope to have in the fall. If you have material which you would like 
to have us include send it to President Harold Brown, 19 Bedford Street, 
Bath, Maine,
Listed is a schedule of planned events for the coming months. We suggest 
that you keep this for reference, or better yet list the events on your 
calendar. Those that are possible for you to attend can best be planned 
by writing the key persons.
1 6 - 17 MAI - Work at Basin Site, Contact President Harold Brown 
19 Bedford Street, Bath, Maine
about 25 MAT « Make a trip by canoe to Gordon Falls and Woodstock, New
Brunswick, This will be a two or three day trip. Contact 
Nicholas Smith, Willow Avenue, Evans Mills, New Tork 13637,
6 - 7  JUNE - Castine? Contact Mrs, Norman Doudiet Wilson, Museum, Castine 
Maine,
27 - 28 JUNE - Boothbay Harbor: Contact Vice President Harry Nickel, Dep­
ositors Trust Co,, Boothbay Harbor, Maine
25 - 26 JULT - Meeting of Swan Island ( Penobscot Bay) Archaeological Club 
and dig plans. Contact: Walter Bruce , R.F.D. h Box U89 
Leeward, Connecticut.
NOTICES Above schedule subject to change due to weather or otherwise.
YOUR OFFICERS FOR 1964
Elected at the sixth annual meeting during December 1963 were:
President - Harold Brown, Bath 
First Vice Presideht - Lloyd Varney* Waterville 
Second Vice President Harry Nickel, Boothbay Harbor 
Treasurer - Norman Fossett, Vassalboro ,
Secretary - Mrs. Augustus Demers, Gardiner
Executive Committees
Mrs. Norman Doudiet, Cag-tine 
Augustus Demers, Gardiner 
Osman Finch, Waldoboro 
Gerald Dunn, Gardiner 
John Hill, Oakland
Area Chairman:
Castine, Mrs. Norman Doudiet 
Auburn, Paul Ward 
Boothbay, Harry Nickel 
Waldoboro, Osman Finch 
Bangor, Maurice Blaisdell 
Portland, Mrs. Ruth Mclnnis 
Calais, Dexter Thomas 
Belfast, George Lacombe 
Bath, Harold Brown
Soil Consultant - Albert Faust, Gardiner 
Geologist - Robert Doyle, Gardiner 
Shells & Fossils - Robert Dow, Vassalboro 
X-Ray Analysis - Dr. Francis O'Conner, Augusta 
Displays - Klir Beck, Mt. Vernon
Indian Lore and Youth Activities - Manley Cates, Gardiner.
THUMBNAIL BIOGRAPHY OP OUR SECOND VICE PRESIDENT - Harry Nickel-
B o m  in New York City 
Dewitt Clinton High School
Westminster School of Religion 
Williams School of Banking 
Four Years in the Air Force 
Plastics Machinist for one yeair 
With Chase Manhattan Bank, three years
With Depositors Trust Company, eleven yrs. 
Wife Lois; Maebeth, 8; Siieven, 6. ~
Hobbies: Archeology, Stamps, Coins,
Music, Dramatics, Woodworking,
• Hunting, Fishing.
At his first meeting in Rotary, Harry gave a fascinating talk on digging and 
finding Indian relics. He ranged backward a mere 9000 years and quite generally 
over Maine, but laid major emphasis on Southport and last summer's activities, 
with a new season to start when the ground thaws. He broght a display of Indian 
artifacts of stone and bone which he explained with excellent teaching technique. 
Our boys paid him the best of attention and asked questions even tho the long hand 
had started moving down hill from 8:00 P.M.
COMMENTS ON OUR PROGRESS
By: Dr. Maurice Robbins
It is indeed a pleasure and a privilege to write a few lines of greeting 
to may archaeological friends and colleagues in the State of Maine. Eor many 
years I have enjoyed coming to Maine at various times during the summer both to 
enjoy the sights and the sites. We of the Massachusetts Society were delighted 
when our mutual friend Gerry Dunn founded the Maine Chapter of the Massachusetts 
Archaeological Society and equally delighted when that Chapter found its wings 
and decided to become the Maine Archaeological Society. You must pardon us if 
we feel a bit maternal about you.
Twenty-five years ago the Massachusetts Society issued its first number of 
the Bulletin. This was, of course, a mineograp^ed publication. We were very 
lucky to be able to afford that in 1939. Now I am told that the Maine Society 
is about to issue its first publication. My congratulations to you in this new 
venture.
The Maine Society has come a long way since its inception. That fact was 
demonstrated to me last summer when I visited your castine meeting. You have 
accomplished much in your short life. The Eel River Site and others are fine 
examples of amateur archaeology; the defeat of the absurd archaeological legisla­
tion was another feather in your cap. May you have many more. I was really 
disappointed at the failure to get your Society into the Eastern States Archaeol­
ogical Federation this last Pall. However, I have offered a suggestion to the 
Executive Committee of the E.S.A.P. which may clear the way for you next November 
in Attleboro.
Finally let me extend to you the best wishes of the Massachusetts Society 
and express the earnest hope that you may prosper as we have in our archaeological 
endeavors. You are off to a good start - keep up the good work.
THE CHALLENGE OF MAINE ARCHAEOLOGY 
By: Nicholas N. Smith
Evans Mills, New York
Maine archaeology got off to a slow start and has made little progress.
After his eight years of investigation from 1912-1920 Warren K. Moorehead felt 
that there was nothing more to learn about Maine archaeology, although Stone Age 
People occupied Maine for several thousand years. Some 30 years later this 
writer visited the Harvard Peabody Museum finding a curator making up a display of 
the Moorehead Maine material. So little significant data had been recorded with 
the artifacts that the curator in expressing his thoughts said that the relics 
would be of just as much value if they were taken back to Maine and buried again! 
About the same time Wendell S. Hadlock, another prominent Maine archaeologist told 
the writer that there was no need to dig further into Maine shellheaps as all 
knowledge possible to obtain from them had been retrieved. Yet it seems that 
we still know little about those who inhabited Maine and its vicinity previous to 
1600.
Walter B. Smith added much to the knowledge of the peculiar culture seemingly 
restricted to the Maine coast that he called the "Red Paint People." A study of 
the Beothueks or Red Indians of Newfoundland shows that a culture of similar
For the most part the coast south of Machias has been the only area touched 
by archaeologists. Few people even know of the Indian petroglyphs at Machias 
and of those who do know about them there is little agreement as to age and 
purpose. A fitting and worthwhile project would be the making of a wax or 
plaster cast of these interesting primitive drawings.
Although there has been much evidence of habitation along the coast, that 
in the interior has been rather spotty. What happened in the other areas of the 
State which seem just as suitable for habitation? What of the old Indian settle­
ment at Mattawamkeag, the old trail between the Penobscot village of Old Town 
and the Malecite village of Meductic used by the Indians so long that several 
early adventurers reported that the portage trails were worn down into the rocks? 
The earliest settlers to Houlton and surrounding areas used the same trail. 
Champlain had much to say about the Indians of the St.Croix River but there seems 
to be a great void in our knowledge of that region between then and 1820 when 
Capt. Lewy, the first Passamaquoddy Indian to take up permanent residence in 
Princeton arrived in the spring with his family. He must have had a good know­
ledge of the area and good reason for selecting Princeton rather than another 
place. Digs might confirm some of the old tales that have been passed down for 
generations.
Methodology and exact recording of each bit of information of the excavation 
is necessary for a successful dig. Maine offers a great opportunity for archaeol­
ogists to meet the challenge of gathering accurate information to fill the puzzling 
gaps in the history of those hardy early residents of the Pine Tree State.
artifacts combined with a great use of red paint was neighboring Maine.
CASTINE DIG 1964
By: Mrs. Dawn Halsted, Castine.
On July 13 and 14 the Maine Archaeological Association met in Castine under 
the auspices of the Wilson Museum. On the first day, Saturday the weather was 
excellent and there was constant activity at the museum from 9:00 in the morning 
until evening, when interest turned to Mrs. Halsted's lawn where a barbecue 
supper was prepared and served, under the guidance of Dawn Halsted, to some 30 
members and guests. Following this a film was shown at Town Hall illustrating 
cooperation between a state archaeological orogram and a state highway department. 
The film was from the Highway Department of Hex Mexico and showed archaeological 
sites with rerouting of proposed roads to avoid destroying these sites. A guided 
visit, during the day had been made to Fort Madison, where Albert Foye spoke on 
its history, and to Fort George, and test and demonstration digs made at sites 
previously selected and which, on the Friday before had been inspected and staked 
by Gerald Dunn and William Vaughan, preparatory to the actual dig. on Saturday 
and Sunday. On-site exploration was the first concern but the occasion was also 
used to demonstrate the importance of proper digging techniques. This demonstration 
was augmented by posters showing good procedure which were prominently displayed 
in the museum.
Site #1, chosen for the demonstration dig, was located on the Halsted pro­
perty, directly across the street from the Museum, After taking some preliminary 
samples to test for the presence of artifacts, all of which were negative a dem­
onstation trench was dug. This was about 4' long, 2' wide and 40” deep and was
properly benched in the prescribed manner. The yield at this site was disappoint­
ing. Several sherds of 19th. Cen. plates were discovered at 15” and a small piece 
of thin, old glass turned up at 18".
When this was completed, site #2, located westward, parallel to the shore, 
on a high bank above the beach, was examined. A little iigging on the crest of 
the bank justified the site's reputation as an Indian camping ground. In a small 
excavation measuring about 12" square Mr. Dunn came upon a fine point 24" in 
length. This was located approximately 8" below the surface. It lay among 
quantities of flakes and shell remnants of past meals and, at once, excitement 
mounted,here numerous points, worked flint and small pottery pieces were found. 
Both then, and on the following day, interest remained high, and, on Sunday, a 
number of local residents joined us there until a sudden ani violent rain brought 
an end to the work. In spite of the rain, however, the dirt and sod were replaced 
and we are pleased to add that, later, the owner of the field spoke of the excell­
ent condition in which the area had been left.
Harold Brown, Gerald Dunn and Manley Cates were especially helpful with the 
digs, Arnold Wyman and Dorothy Smith for rock identification, and Mrs. Charles 
Halsted ani Mrs. N. Doudiet in advance preparations. It was pleasant to have Dr. 
and Mrs. Maurice Robbins of the Massachusetts Archaeological Society join us and 
also Dr. Douglas Jordan, recently appointed State Archaeologist for Connecticut.
Artifacts found: 1 unfinished adz, 1 old and weathered. 1 plummet; 1 crude 
awl; 2 scrapers; a variety of points, some hafted; stem fragments of a trade pipe; 
1 oval knife; 29 sherds and 4 rim fragments of pottery; bone fragments and teeth 
of moose; shells.
REPORT OP 1963 SEASON OP THE WILSON MUSEUM 
By: Mrs. Norman Doudiet, Castine.
During the spring a totally new exhibit was prepared in the East basement 
room, an exhibit composed of tools from the homes, farms and shipyards of the f 
first settlers of Castine and Penobscot. These were given by local residents.
Not only are hand tools displayed but a background of eathered timbers of a 
working turning lathe were built into the exhibit. This entire display attracted 
much attention and publicity, and, from the moment the first visitors came, until 
several weeks after the museum closed for the season, this interest was manifested 
in numerous gifts to be added to this display of tools and household articles.
Upstairs the exhibit of historical geology was completed. And artifacts of 
the Early and Late Stone Age, the Bronze and Iron Ages of Europe were shown 
again for the first time in several years, and in a totally new background planned 
to depict the change, adaptation and refinement of man's tools during the thou­
sands of years of his life in Europe. Also shown are stone tools from all over 
the world at different periods, to vividly illustrate how similar a tool shaped 
for the same use is whether it was made in Europe, Africa, Asia or the Americas.
Por the first time the Wilson Museum was open every day of the week, includ­
ing Sundays. It also opened earlier than before, June 24 and closed later, Sept. 
15. We found Sunday to be our most popular day and had a larger total attendance 
than ever before, 2835 this year. We plan to open every afternoon next season 
from the middle of June to the middle of September. Over twenty friends of the 
museum presented gifts of early Americana for the downstairs exhibit, most were
from Castine and Penobscot but some came from Sargentville, Camden, Massachusetts, 
Bucksport and Bangor. Indian artifacts found locally were given, among them the 
items found in Castine during the July "dig” by member of the Maine Archaeological 
Association, Indian artifacts from the Southwest, from Mexico and from the Plains 
Area also were given. Local mineral and rock samples were received, including a 
fossiliferous, striated rock found by William Vaughan of Belfast at the time of 
the Archaeological meeting in Castine. Col. Halsted, the husband of one of our 
members, brought back geological and minerological specimens from Thule, Greenland 
which we hope to have as a separate exhibit next summer. On a field trip to 
North Haven, on which three of the Wilson Museum members collaborated, of whom I 
was one, some interesting fossils of the Upoer Silurian were obtained for the 
museum. This is the only known local fossiliferous rock and thus is responsible 
for much of the dating of the other rock formations of the region.
A PRELIMINARY REPORT OP POUR SEASON'S WORK AT SWANS ISLAND, MAINE
BY: Walter G. Bruce, Ledyard, Connecticut
In July I960 I suspected that there might be Indian Artifacts on Swans Island 
Prior to my visit, Warren K. Moorehead many years ago had made excavations in 
several areas.
The site for the past four season's work was ideal. The area is situated on 
a long cove on the leeward side of the Island. On the map it is called Mintum. 
Here is a long clam flat, overlain with blue clay. On the South side of the flat, 
flowing into the cove, is a ten foot fresh water brook. Coming down a slope of 
some 300 feet the water there does not become stagnant. The cove noted for smelt­
ing in the Spring, is surrounded by spruce woods and affords good protection for 
an Indian camp. Sailors and fishermen used the cove for shelter and filled their 
casks with fresh cool water from the brook.
A survey of the site showed the usual shell deposits found on so many islands 
along the Maine coast. It covered some 1200 square feet at the foot of a slope. 
Por many years there had been a blacksmith shop on it. As one would expect the 
upper 4 to 6 inches had a mixture of old bolts, nuts, files, coal slag, and odds 
and ends associated with such a shop.
After laying out the area in 6 foot grids we excavated from 12 to 31 inches 
and found numerous refuse, and fire pits. One fire pit was 10 feet in diameter, 
extending into four of the excavated squares. As a rule shell deposits tell 
little from stratification. Many times early man put up their habitations and 
lived on top of or near the debris, throwing shells in various directions, in this 
way the debris built up unevenly, where it is the greatest depth may be no older 
than where the depth is much less. Hollows and ravines would fill up first and 
be much greater in depth. The 10 foot fire pit was 20 inches from the surface 
and had 6 inches of ash at the base. A pit of this size could have had various 
uses, such as for smoking shell-fish, or meat, or even as a cremation area. It 
also could have had constant use for clam bakes.
During the four season's workj totaling some 172 hours or 22 eight hour days 
over 800 pottery snerds were located together with 750 bone and stone implements. 
The material has been classified according to the Massachusetts Archaeological 
Society's classification system. Any other system might be used as long as one
can place it in the proper cultural period, so far as that is known. Most of the 
material found seems to be in the period of 1000 AD to 1400 AD. Pottery sherds 
go into the stage two or three classification. Some sherds may even be class one 
of the ceramic period.
One corner removed, number 9 arrowhead came from 31" inches down and may be 
considered the oldest type. Artifacts were made from felsite, red jasper, white 
quartz, black chert, slate, with a few chips of yellow mottled flint, or possibly 
chert.
Bone artifacts were well preserved, as one would expect, comprising a list 
of 10 different types of implements. Refuse bone material indicates use of bear, 
moose, deer, racoon, and beaver and many types of birds. Beaver incisors showed 
evidence of use as tools. Stone artifacts included celts, pottery smoothers, 
rubbing stones, knives, projectile points, mauls, drills, pieces of stone pipes 
notchers, abrading stones, hammer stones, paint stones, part of a paint pot and 
sinew stones. Other items included awls, harpoons, and fish hooks made of bone.
Pottery sherds ran about 75 percent shell-tempered, 22 percent mineral-temp­
ered. Blue clay from the clam flat was probably the source of material* A most 
interesting find was a 10 pound chunk of clay tempered and ready for use. It was 
left by some ancient potter who went away, never to return to make her wares. Let 
us think that possibly she may have obtained by trade, or otherwise a brass or 
iron kettle so it was no longer necessary to make a pot of clay.
About 1890, skeletons were uncovered at two sites on the island, the approx­
imate location of which is known. It is reported that the skeletons indicate 
larger men than thos known today; whether Indian or white poses a question. It 
is stated they were in shallow graves.
I believe that every island in the Bar Harbor area is a potential for 
locating Indian camp sites, providing they show the following: clam flats, fresh 
water, a good landing for canoes, and are sheltered from cold winds.
I would like to add another word: Professional archaeologists can secure a 
good deal of help through reports made by non-professionals. Good results are 
obtained from unpaid labor. I think the Massachusetts, and other Societies are 
doing a grand work in educating non-professionals in correct proceedure.
Also I believe that there are many undiscovered sites that will never be 
found exceptly hard work and labor of love by the non-professional. This indicates 
no disrespect for the professional, to whom I go for advice on the things I do 
not know and because of whom I am learning more each time I go out.
I have organized a club of 5 boys and 5 girls ranging from 9 to 16 years of 
age into Swan Island Archaeological Club. Members of the club will hold a Hobby 
Show of Indian Relics in July, 1964, with each discribing his or her collection. 
They will do all the work and preparation on their own. As this Island is strictly 
a lobster,fishing community, anything that can be done for these young people is 
very much worth while.
Their work may ultimately result in an Indian museum on the Island.
AN INTERESTING IIJUNE INDIAN SITE 
AS REPORTED BY GEORGE LACQME 
TO GERALD C. DUNN
The Grand Lake, Grand Lake Stream, Sysladobsis Lakes, Junior Lake, and 
areas of their watersheds are believed to have been the happy hunting ground, 
and fishing areas for Maine Indians for hundreds of years. The area today is 
still splendid for hunting and fishing. It was without doubt inhabited by 
Indians who embraced the the Colonial Cause during the Revolution, They very 
likely assisted Colonel John Allen, in keeping the white inhabitants east of 
the Penobscot safe from the attacks of the English and their Indian allies.
Many small towns might have been otherwise destroyed. Records tell of 
some 500 Indians leaving Meductic in 128 canoes. They came: men, women, and 
children working down the lakes and streams to Machias. Here they joined the 
Penobscots and Passamaquodies in support of the American cause. Thus we have a 
center of more than passing interest, We suggest for those historically minded 
that they read "Military Operations on the Northeast Frontier". Warren K, Moore- 
head probably visited the vacinity during his 191^ so called Red Paint explora­
tions.
In recent years local guides and game wardens tell of representatives of 
Smithsonian Institute and .others claiming to represent various groups searching 
the area for Indian artifacts. These statements do not come first hand,but from 
Maine folks living in the facinity of these lakes.
Prior to the building of the dam on Grand Lake Stream, Hr. William Sprague 
a long time resident of the Grand Lake watershed recovered' from the surface 
many fine artifacts. Following Mr, Sprague, Mr. Edward Brown a member of the 
Maine Society dug a rather extensive area recovering much from beneath the sur­
face, including pottery sherds.
In 1959 Mr, George Lacombe, his wife Irma, Mr. Robert Moody and his wife 
Phoebe all of Lincolnville Center began to search the site listed as M, 59* Mr, 
Lacombe has a camp on Junior Lake Stream which made possible his week end act­
ivities. The site covers approximately two acres. There is no great soil 
depth and it is covered with trees. This made for difficult, careful excavation. 
Parts of the site are under water, though it is possible when the water is low 
enough to brigh to light artifacts covered by the silt and mud of the flowage,
POINTS
' There was one small triangular, and one bifurcated point, we consider these 
to be early archaic. Corner removed, tupes 8 and 9 as well as 5 are represented 
placing them in the late arachaic time schedule. The class of corner removed 
added up to 3^» These run from early to late archaic, or in most cases prior 
to the general use of pottery. Types 8 and 9 of the comer removed points are 
probably the oldest points, and were found 18 inches below the surface. Comer 
notched points numbered 9, and are associated with stage 2 pottery and are 
fairly late in usage. Side notched totaled 5 8, these run into the late archaic 
and ceremic period.
Eared points some of which could be considered side notched but for the 
fact that they were so well made along the base, were 14 in total. The bases 
frere thin and nicely finished.
A summary of the 116 complete points indicates that they were made during 
the late archaic and pottery mailing age.
Knife.Blades or Spears
Seventeen well made stemless knives or spears were submitted for study.
They are of felsite and chalcedony. The largest was 6.5 inches by 1.25 inches, 
the smallest was 2.75 inches by 1.2^ inches. There is a possibility that some 
of these maybe ceremonial blades rather than for actual use. Length to width 
of these blades is ih the ratio of 2.5 to 1 : to 3 , 0  to 1. That there was a 
basic ratio of length to width seems quite evident.
SCRAPERS
These were 3 in number though there may have been more that were not saved 
at the time. The need for care in saving eashing and studying all chips from 
any sites is evident in this situation.
Larger Artifacts
'Whetstones were numerous, k i excellent shaft abrader of course grained 
stone represent this class of tool. One green slate ulu with serrations is 
the only apparent tie to the early archaic period. This type of knife is re­
lated to Eskimo tools of Alaska and the Canadian shores north of Maine,
Types Lacking or Few in Number
Drills, classic plummets, atlatal weights, and gravers are not represented. 
It would seem strange if there were no sinew stones. There may have been some 
of these found of which we have no knowledge.
It must be remembered that this area has been long hunted and much carried 
away to points unknown. We still wished to make this report since the folks 
involved in furnishing the artifacts for study are rapidly making the change from 
just collecting, to members with a purpose; namely keeping records, saving and 
studying of every chip, sherd, flake, and in fact anything that might show the 
work of ancient man in Maine.
Material used was predominately felsite, witlj white quartz, smoky quartz, 
quartzite, chalcedony, and jasper occuring. Veins of quartz occur on ledges 
and formations of nearby mountains.
POTTER!
Pottery is well tempered with mineral tempering. Some flakes of temper 
are quite sizable. Coiling is evident. Splendind rims and designs both on 
the outside and on the inside of the rim areas were found. Decorations were 
punctate, rocker stamped, lineal, and cord wrapped. Many of the rims were 
flat, everted and scored all around the top with no decoration. The pottery is 
quite thick, much being six tenths of an inch.
SUMMARY
Points, large implements, and pottery seem to place this site for the most 
part in the age of stage 2 and 3 pottery. If our ceremac hypothesis is correct 
the occupation ran from A.D. 1000 to A.D. 1600 plus or minis.
By 1600 contact with the whites, and the change over to metal knives, guns, 
and kettles, changed the whole stone age concept and the making of essential 
every day utensils and weapons of stone and clay sank into oblivion.
In making this snalysis we have used the Massachusetts Archaeological 
Societies classification of artifacts, Aiyone desiring a copy may secure one 
by writing to Massachusetts Archaeological Society Inc,, Bronson Museum, 8 No, 
Main Street, Attleboro, Massachusetts and sending $2.00, This publication is 
now otmed by numerous member of the Maine Association for use in classifying 
their collection.

